64th Year, No. 275

MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA, SUNDAY, MARCH 16, 1¥86

 SLEEFY MOSS LANDING HARBOR ‘GLISTENS UNDER MIDDAY SUN IN THIS AERIAL ol

Workmgs of Big Drug Ring Disclosed

By Alex Hulanicki
Herld St Writer

(Fis o a three part ere)
Several Moss Landing fishing
ovs and Mongerey oy Tshermes
muggled marijuana with a street
alue of $500 millon o $1 bilion as
n international ring
perated between South American
cuntries and San Francisco Bay
uring the late 1970s and the early
9805,
The smugaling ring is described
y federal prosecutors as the larg-
ever_uncovere
oast and one of the largest drug
perations in the nation.
i volved a bandia of ising
re tan 20000
pesiop marlluana fro
tea and Colombia
farioa in Richmond, acoming e

Bt oaly & frachon of the pot —
0,000 pounds seized by the Coast
uard on s boa of the csst o Los
ingeles in 1981 — was confiscated
y Mml auories.
Laundered

More than 50 people have been
wdicted and convicted on various
ederal drug charges and a dozen

cases are still pending in connection
with the ring that spanned _the

Seaside police officer in the 19505
the owner of a Moss Landing
fish-packing company.
i research offederalconrt
documents, intervi
bers of e ring, and a jailiowse
interview with Bruce Perlowin, 35,
the kingpin of the organization, The

Herald has pieced together the inner
‘morkings of the smuglingring and
the roles of

g e ey
members toradio surveillance
‘monitors.

Wel-Operated

Perlowin ran the operation as If it

were a “Fortune 500" company,
said Deputy US. Attorney James
Lassart, chief of the fodera Drug
Entoreement. Task in

"“Fe woud up with the fortune
and we wound up with the ‘500,
Lassart told The Herald, exag
ating the number of people con-
victed in connection with the ring.

“This case involves the destruc-

tion of one of the largest narcoti
raficking, organiatios in

‘Assistant US. Attorne
Robert Merde sa in Taropa, Fig
in November 1963 afir Perlow

pleaded guilty
Charges o 1 racketeeing and s
spir:
fraud

Sentences meted out to_thos
convicted ranged from 15 years
probation.

‘The Herald has also learned that

None of the local favesiors i 1

Moss Landing_boats

charged by federal authorie
say their investigati

iy xmllxx\mg ing s virtuall

complete.

‘Two of the partners, Phillp Vi
DiGirolamo, 42, of Monterey, an
Michael Morris Martin Jr, 46,
detist wo formery pracieed
Carmel and is now 2. residen
Redlant, managed the fabiog b
atue. They have pleaded gl
to various ct
juana smuggling

(Continued on page 6A)



